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P.O. BOX 12, Potts Point NSW 1335 , Australia

Tel: 0402 246 601   Email: wowfilmfestival@nsw.wift.org    Website: www.nsw.wift.org/wow

WOW FILM FESTIVAL TOUR
MEDIA RELEASE

WOW Film Festival Tour - Screening films with a perspective of “Seeing The World Through The Eyes Of Women”.

Best selection of new Australian & International short films - fiction, documentary, animation, music videos and vodules created by women filmmakers. The creative conceptions of women from a wide variety of backgrounds and circumstance... telling their stories ... in their own way.   Many of the films are multi award winners.  Stimulating ... Challenging ... Entertaining ...   WOW sessions will screen exciting short films by contemporary filmmakers

ELISSA DOWN, AFI award winning director of the “The Black Balloon” winner of AFI award for Best Festure Film 2008, is our patron of the WOW Film Festival for 2009.   QUOTE from Elissa.
“I’m thrilled to be this year’s patron of the World of Women Film Festival.  WOW’s aim is to  see the world through the eyes of women - to show the diversity of women filmmakers, women’s filmmaking and women’s stories.

Before I made my debut feature THE BLACK BALLOON , WOW was part of my career development.  The festival screened & toured my short HMAS UNICORN  which allowed my short to be shown to a broad audience.

So please enjoy the festival and check out these amazing stories told by these amazing women.”
HMAS UNICORN – Elissa Down – Director screened at the WOW Film Festival in 2001
SOME HIGHLIGHTS OF THE WOW FILM FESTIVAL

A new Australian feature was premiered at WOW, I WISH I WERE STEPHANIE V, shot in Sydney, produced by Laura Sivis, directed by Jon Cohen and written by Chloe Traicos who also stars in the film.

The story of the trials, traumas and romances of 3 very different young women being raised by their immigrant families, seen through the eyes of Helen, a 21 year old virgin being raised by her matchmaking traditional Greek grandmother.  It's fun, it's crazy, it's serious. It will make you cheer and cry - but not too much!  A vibrant romance, comedy and drama ... Helen, a tennis loving Greek virgin wishes she was like her girlfriend Stephanie V, a beautiful Eurasian model who plays tennis like a pro, toss in a love interest and see what happens.

Producer, Laura Sivis and writer & lead actress, Chloe Traicos, will be attending and participating in a Q&A.

Cast: Clayton Watson (The Kid in THE MATRIX RELOADED & REVELATIONS, THE ANIMATRIX, ALWAYS GREENER, UNDER THE RADAR, soon to be released CREDO, THREE BLIND MICE, BBC TV series OUT OF THE BLUE, soon to be seen in 3D sci-fi action STATION-21 3D)

 Nathan Ramsay (FAT PIZZA, SHOT OF LOVE, DOPE, THE LOST WORLD, BIG SKY) 

Kain O’Keeffe (HOME AND AWAY, BLUE WATER HIGH – 2007/8, THE 7th HUNT, MCLEODS DAUGHTERS, ALL SAINTS, SWIMMING UPSTREAM, FIREFLYS, OUT OF THE BLUE)
Bree Desborough (HOME AND AWAY, ALWAYS GREENER, SALEM’S LOT)  

Australian stage and screen veteran Jill McKay (OUR LIPS ARE SEALED, TWISTED TALES, ANGST, ALL SAINTS, TWO DOOR MANSION, A COUNTRY PRACTICE, NUMBER 96)

And introducing Danielle Crane, Aimee Falzon, and stand-up comedian Chloe Traicos. 
A wonderful ethnically colourful and playful score by Telly and Emmy award winning Mark Chait (Donna Summer’s “The Power of One”, Disney animations such as The Pokemon Movie, next doing Vivaldi etc etc)

Original songs by: Symbiosis, Body and Soul, Little Red, The Winston Gilles Orchestra, George Byrne, Rachel Gaudry, Mark Olsen & Laura Sivis, White Soul and Greek pop singer Bill Floratos.

fOUR directed and written by Erin White.  Multi-award winning film from AFTRS

Free love, friendship, family and fondue. It's 1974 and two couples with troubled marriages meet in a quiet Australian suburb. Vincent and Penelope have been unsuccessfully trying to have a baby for years; and Kit and Diana are bound up in a cycle of miscommunication and disconnectedness. The four suddenly find themselves embroiled in a sexual revolution. Together. But an unexpected pregnancy threatens to tear the foursome apart. Is this the end of what could have been a beautiful relationship? fOUR is the story of 2 and 2 finding a way to become 5 and brings a whole new meaning to the phrase, 'who's your daddy'  fOUR explores the issue of unconventional families. Ultimately it's a film about learning to be yourself in order to be happy. fOUR shows that love doesn't always work as it should, sometimes it just works.

PLASTIC involves clever use of computer generated graphics to convey one’s desire to be perfect and to attract the opposite sex.  Whilst Anna is preparing for a first date with Henry, a man she has secretly loved for years, everything goes wrong. Thus begins Anna's downward spiral of self-criticism. If only she could change a few things about how she looks. If she can, will she? And… how far is too far?  Multi award winning.

TERROR ON THE NORTHSIDE A 'comedy of embarrassment,' a satire on casual racism, and the desire to accept but not understand. Annabel and Mike, university students in their 20s, arrive at Annabel’s family home to announce their engagement to her Sydney North Shore parents. Annabel fears the worst. It turns out Harold and Marg are terribly interested in Mike’s Muslim background, and a nightmare of misunderstanding ensues. 

Winner:  WOW Best Fiction Comedy Award

THE PARTY SHOES  In an attempt to rid her mother of sadness, 10-year-old Jenny devises a plan. When her mother discovers the plan involves stealing from the neighbours she must decide whether to make some positive changes in her life. Michelle Blanchard, director / writer is an indigenous filmmaker exploring themes of family relationships.  Winner:  WOW Best Woman Cinematographer Award

MISCONNECT, international premiere at WOW of a short film by USA director,  Aloura Charles, filmed in Sydney and Los Angeles.  A misdialed phone call connects Mei, an older Chinese woman with Will, a boy in Sydney.  Each is isolated and trapped in different ways, and somehow the two form a bond, helping each other …

Director, Aloura Charles from the USA and Australian cinematographer, Ming D’Arcy will  participate in a filmmakers forum and introduce the film.

Australian Premiere at WOW of Swedish short film, A SPRINGTIME MELODY produced and directed by Aase Hogfeldt. It’s spring, you are young and attractive with a lot to live for … then you’re diagnosed with a life threatening condition.  A young woman becomes immersed in philosophic reflection when she contemplates her situation.

OPEN YOUR EYES written and directed by Susan Cohen, winner of WOW Best International Short Film is multi award winning. Struggling to come to terms with her life and marriage after breast cancer, Julia gets more than she bargained for when she attends a bridal shower and finds herself locked in a bathroom with a stranger. OPEN YOUR EYES is a poignant and humorous look at our complex relationship with breasts, each other and what it really means to be whole.

BE MY BROTHER, directed and edited by Genevieve Clay was a Best Tropfest Film winner .  A young man’s charm and charisma challenges the prejudices of a stranger at a bus stop, while impacting on her world he also changes the heart of some else close by.

TWO DUCKS written, directed and starring Shelley Lauman was winner of a WOW Audience Choice award.  After work, Nell is walking home by her usual route until she stops in her tracks at the sight of her boyfriend with another woman. Will Nell choose revenge or forgiveness? Do we really know how we will react when we face betrayal?

All of the above and SO MUCH MORE ..  Documentaries, Australian Fiction Shorts, Animation, International Shorts ... loads of premieres ....

WOW Digi-media Vodule Exhibition – View finalists & winner of the competition on Youtube, http://www.YouTube.com/TheWOWfilmfestival

More information will be available on our website www.nsw.wift.org/wow

Contact:
Sil-Nyin Cameron



WOW Festival Director Tour Director 2010



0402 246 601



wowfilmfestival@wiftnsw.org.au

We acknowledge and thank all our sponsors:  NSW Film & Television Office, City of Sydney, JAM Directions, Indieflix, Spectrum Films, Panavision, Australian Film Television & Radio School (AFTRS), Metro Screen, Tresscox Lawyers, Miller Camera Support, ARRI  Australia, Kodak, Sony, SMPTE, Deluxe Australia, Art Resistance, dLux Media Arts, TVD Broadcast, Videocraft, Tiffen, The PHOTO studio, Corban & Blair, Nivea, Tobijug Media, Printers Korner, Chauvel Cinema, WIFT NSW MMW, WIFT Victoria, Screenworks, Australian Director’s Guild, Australian Cinematographers Society, Amicko Films, Wacom, Film Mosaics, Engine, Astrochimp, Inside Film, Aurora Channel, SBS Television, Peter Lehmann Wines, Smart Food Choices

WIFT NSW acknowledges the support of Screen Australia for the WOW National Tour.

JAM Directions our sponsor for the creative direction and design of WOW's image, website, trailers and print.
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